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REPORT OF THE SALESMAN

or

Board of Trustees Internal Improvement Fund.

——
®

Tarramasser, Frorma, November 1, 1866.

Zo the Board of Trustees of the
Internal Improvement Fund :

GentrEMEN : The following statement will show the quantity
of lands sold and the purchase money for the same from the 17th
November, 1865, to this date:

Quantity sold. Purchase money.

Internal Improvement Lands, 13,835.04 acres. $23,787.14
Swamp Lands, 20,665.66 ¢ 27,929.55
Total, 34,500.70 ¢ $51,716.69

Of said sales entries were canceled and the purchase money
refunded as follows: 40.02 acres Imternal Improvement lands

amounting to $62.53, and 65.18 acres Swamp Lands, amounting ‘

to $81.48, leaving the net quantity of lands disposed of 34,395.50

acres, yielding $81,572.68.
' : HUGH A. CORLEY,
' Salesman.
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SUP'T OF COMMON SCHOOLS FOR FREEDMEN.

L e TALLAﬁASSEE, Nov. 8th, 1866.
Fo his Exeollency, Davip 8. WALKER;
- Governor of Florida :

Sie—I have the honor to transmit to you, my report for the
. year 1866. S : o
I was appointed Superintendent of Common Schools for Freed-
| men for the State, by your Excellency on the 7th day of April.
| ¥had been prior to this time, assistant superintendent.. Mr.
1 ‘Ilobbs and myself had so arranged it, that in the absence of:
| funds for immediate action, he would go North to get funds, -
“wwhile I should travel throughout the State to establish schools.

I immediately commenced this work by organizing sabbath

1 -schools in conneotion” with the ministers' with-whom I sought
-go-operation. We also urged through the press, and from the

pulpit, the necessity of our engaging heartily in the instruction

| -of our colored people as a matter of policy and protection, as
well as-a matter of humanity and christian benevolence, and that

1o one should do more readily than the Southern people, a work

| that we have been doing sll our lives.
| We of the South have been the best missionaries the world -
. | ever knew, receiving this black race from English and New Eng-

land ships as barbarians, we have brought them to the social and
religious status which they at present enjoy.
" The history. of the colored missions in the South is unparalleled

in the annals of missionary_labor throughout the world, asis .
shown by the simple fact that near four hundred thousand of .~

this race were connected with the churches of the South - before
the war. We have existed-formerly as master and servant, un-
der reciprocal obligations, and now that these relations are dis-
solved, and not by any aoct of the colored people, it is our duty

| to extend fo them that help and assistance that he has a right to

claim at our hands, living in our midst, with the wisdom needful

| for self-government ‘and  self-control. These claims as an en-

lightened and christian people we cannot throw off. -
In-commencing this fwork last January, I met everywhere, a
kind reception-and hearty response. The generally expressed
opinioa was, that we ought to do it. .
4App
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SABBATH SCHOOLS.

1 formed sabbath schools, with. the assistance of ministers and
“others, in the principle localities in the State, cultivatifly the
ikindest feelings between the servants and their employers. These
vachools have been tanght by the whole people ; ladies and gen-
“tlemen of our country, who have regarded it truly as a noble work
and no loss of position to instruct these ignorant people who
have served us so faithfully.

DAY BCHOOLS.

I found a general desire among the planters to have day
schools, and some had teachers employed, paying half the expense
themselves. They were ready and -willing to provide or build
school houses. From early in the spring to the first of summer,
I organized 24 schools, with an average number of pupils from
twenty-five to one hundred and fifty. . :

NIGHT SCHOOLS.

There has been connected, as a general thing, a' night school, -
for the instruction of the adults, who learn their books around

the pine fire.
¥
THE PROGRESS OF THESE SCHOOLS. _
These schools have been marked by a most earnest persever-

amce on the part of the teachers, while the pupils take the liveliest’
" interest, and numbers who have only gone four months read and
. spell readily, and take great delight in learning, show great pro-
ficiency in figures. To what extent their minds can beimproved -

I cannot say, but feel satisfied that they will receive a practical
education that they may be able to read the word of God, un-

derstand more clearly their moral duties, have a better basis for

their religion ; for a religion they will have, whether right or

_wrong, and be made better citizens, better neighbors and. better
men, .

LACK OF FUNDS AND BOOKS.

Having no books, and no funds to draw. on.by which I could
procure them, and no money to pay-teachers, I felt if I had these
helps, I conld educate the whole State, such was the anxiety for

books. All that was needful was to put a book in the hands of -

these blacks, you secured the object ; he would find some one to
teach him. ' : : ;
' MY TRIP NORTH FOR FUNDS AND BOOKS.

The noble action of our State was every wherelauded. I
found in comparing our condition with other Southern States we
were much in the advance with our freedmen. In Washington -
City, where I presented the matter as a State action, it-was ap-
proved, and aid wds promised in the way of school books. In

2T

Philadelphia I saw some-parties:of . wealth, who approved of our
movement highly, but gave me no money ; I received some fine
donations of books. In New York, Ireceived some donations of
books, but only small amounts in money, it being an" unsuitable
time of year to present the matter publicly. Many were willing
to endorse iny noble object who would give me references but no-
money. I was driven partly, (as I had not a fair opportunity,)
to the conclusion, with all their professed love for the colored pee-

" ple, that we must educate them ourselves.

THE TERMS OF TUITION

Were first fixed at fifty cents per pupil and fifty cents from
the tax fund ; but finding that the pupils did not pay in enough
to support the teacher, I changed it tojone/dollar. “The poer and
indigent are supported by the tax fund. :

THE TBACHERS

Have been most all colored, of good moral character, delight-

ing in their work, maintaining good discipline, men of energy,

‘and many of them well qualified to teach. They have persevered -
- under the greatest discouragements, hardly getting enough to

supply the wants of nature. They have come to me with their tales
of sorrow, saying they did not wish to give up their schools, but
‘could not live by them. ‘I hawve wept for their state, and tried to
chieer them with the rewards of another world. Out of forty-
tiilve teachers I never have heard of a single complaint against
them. _ v '

DEMAND FOR TEACHERS ON PLANTATIONS.

I have constant demand for teachers on the plantations; the
best laborers are going where they can have the advantage of a
school, and it is a matter of interest to have a school house and
teacher to work a plantation. ' '

‘LACK OF TEACHERS.

We shall want some forty teachers to supply the possible de-

mand. I still hope that the false and groundless feeling that it is
a matter of disgrace to teach a colored school will pass away, and
many of the young men of our country, maimed and out of em-
ployment, will offer their services. My object is, at an early day,
to visit Savannah and Charleston to get educated: colored men
for the plantations.

THE ACTION OF THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE -

Has been highly commended by other States, and I have re-
ceived letters from Superintendents of Education of ‘other States
for copies of our school law. '

:
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The South, we say, is the best friend of the colored people:
‘This senhment I hope will be-carried out fully, and I trust the

- day is not-distant when every State will establish a school sys-

‘tem for the poor, white and black. I would' simply'say I think

g ‘it advisable that the school law 'should be so amended as to em-
- "brace the poor of our State; arid thus remove the- objection that

has been made to this school act for freedmen.
- What may be the destiny of this race I know not, but it is self-
ev1dent that our peace, happiness, and" well-being depends upon

their improvement and moral elevation. Nothmg short of this

can fit them for the eondition in which they are thrown. We
have no reason to hate the black man, he has done nobly. It has

- ..been by his strong arm that we possess our wealth, whilé on the
. ether hand, the white man has ever. been his- fnend protector,
. and pr ov1der, and in sickness and old age, he has not been for-

gotten—who can forget the faithtul old servant that nursed
him.

‘We are under the strongest obligations to help him in his pres-
ent condition, with that assistance he needs in counsel, and other-
w1se, to make “him what he shonld be; we did so in slavery

v_,.mmes, we. should do 1t; more in tlmes of ﬁeedom If he should

g qmres, it is only what mlght be expected and it is only a further

argument for our leading: him on to a true enlightenment, while

our doing it will be our defence and the glory of our land.

. . In closing my re ort, I must say what I have said all the while,
that it is no loss of position to teach a colored school. We shall
soon have a Normal school in operation to be conducted by Dr.
Scull and associate teachers of the first position, and others ¥
could name, who are engaged in this work, the best people of the
land. It is a work worthy of humanity ; it is acting in the great
order of heaven—a work the Son of God came down to do—to
ransom their immortal souls. As prophecy points to the time
when “Ethiopia shall stretch out her bands to God,” the col-
ored race thrown by a strange providence in our midst, enlight-
ened, christianized and saved, shall carry the bread of life to the

peushlng millions of Africa. “The Lord will hasten it in His -

time.”
I herewith close my report by giving you the general statistics
of our schools. The approximate number is as follows:

No.of Schools. ~  ° No. of Pupils.
Day Schools, =~ " 385 _ : . 1,526
Night Schools, 30 ... 1,200
Sabbath Schools . 60 to 100 1,500
Receiving private instruction, about- T 2,000

6,226,

Most of the day and hight scholars attend the sab- . S

bath schools, therefore deduct about v 1,000

Supposed number under instruction. 5,226 i
All of which is respectfully submitted. !
Very truly and respectfully, ' |

Your ob’dt servant, '

E. B. DUNCAN, i

Sup’t Common Schools for Eeedmen. "




